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A B O U T   I N T E G R I T Y   U K  
Integrity UK is an organisation committed to preventing extremism through innovative approaches to promoting 
integration, cohesion and social reconciliation within the MENA region and the UK.  

 
W E E K L Y   D I G E S T  

10  A U G U S T – 16  A U G U S T 

I R A Q 
 

Politics 
 
Fire Breaks Out in Camp Saker in Baghdad 
On Monday (12th August), a massive fire broke out in Camp Saker, located in a southern Baghdad 
suburb. The fire resulted in large explosions as the camp housed many heavy weapons and artillery 
shells, and resulted in the death of one person and the injury of least 29 others. According to some 
reports, the poor storage conditions and the high temperatures most likely caused the fire. 
Following this incident, the Joint Operations Command issued a statement on Thursday (15th 
August), saying that the Iraqi Government will be conducting an extensive investigation into the 
fire that broke out in the camp. The statement added that efforts are being taken to transfer all 
weapons arsenals and training camps belonging to the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Defence 
and the PMU outside of residential areas.  
 
Iraqi Prime Minister Rescinds Permits over Iraqi Air Space 
In related news, the Joint Operation Command statement also rescinded all non-commercial 
aviation permits that had been given over Iraqi air space. This includes reconnaissance aircraft, 
fighter jets, helicopters, and drones of all kinds from both Iraqi and foreign entities. The statement 
said that authorisation will be issued exclusively from the Prime Minister or a PM-mandated 
authority and that any illicit aircraft activity will be considered hostile and will be immediately 
responded to by Iraqi air defences. The announcement of this last decree comes as several Israeli 
news outlets and satellite imagery providers, in particular ImageSat International, claimed that 
the fire was a result of an Israeli airstrike on the storage facility, a claim that was initially rejected 
by the Iraqi Government. 
 
Controversy Sparks After Babil Bodies Discovery  
On Monday, al-Qarar Coalition, headed by Usama al-Nujaifi, issued a statement, claiming that 
some 51 remains are being buried in Karbala Province and that these remains belong to missing 
people who were kidnapped from four Sunni-majority areas in Babil Province. By Monday 
evening, dozens of media outlets began to report this issue, causing several officials, activists and 
journalists to express their concern and demand an investigation. MPs from Babil responded to 
these accusations on Tuesday (13th August), saying that only 31 bodies were to be buried and that 
these individuals have been in Babil’s morgue since 2016, and are not exclusively from the 
majority-Sunni northern areas. The statement also claimed that the morgue could not identify the 
bodies, and thus were not able to contact any relatives. The MPs stressed the importance of not 
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falling into “the sectarian trap” that some officials are setting up to divide the country. By Tuesday 
afternoon, the Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, and the Minister of Interior, 
Yassin al-Yaseri, stated that the incident is not sectarian in nature, and thus Iraqis should not 
think in these terms. Al-Yaseri added that the bodies that were found are from Babil and are likely 
the result of traffic incidents or homicides, not “sectarian cleansing”. However, former Nineveh 
Governor, Atheel al-Nujaifi, claimed that this explanation is “absurd” and threatened to take this 
issue to the international community and the UN if the Iraqi Government does not conduct a 
thorough and transparent investigation. With the incident getting more heated and accusations 
increasingly coloured in sectarian language, there are fears that this incident could grow and have 
more damaging implications on the development of sectarian relations in Iraq. 
 
Senior Figure in Nujaba Sparks Public Outcry in Anti-Army Statement 
Following a controversial statement made by Sheikh Yousif al-Nasseri, a senior figure within the 
Nujaba Movement, in a TV interview for Iraqi outlet, al-Etejah, which declared the Iraqi Army as a 
“mercenary army” and called for its dissolution and relegation of its task to the PMU, dozens of 
Iraqi MPs, officials and activists condemned the statement and called for the prosecution of al-
Nasseri. The Iraqi Joint Operations Command released a statement asking for al-Nasseri to 
rescind his statement and apologise for this attack that insulted the martyrs who sacrificed their 
lives for the country. The Ministry of Defence announced in a statement released on Thursday that 
they have sued al-Nasseri for his accusations against the Army. Following the public outcry, al-
Nasseri released a statement in which he claimed that the video was taken out of context and then 
spread by “electronic armies” to slander him. By Friday morning (16th August), the Nujaba 
Movement sent a communiqué to the Iraqi Army stating that al-Nasseri does not represent the 
movement nor its beliefs and political positions. The message stressed the important role that the 
Iraqi Army plays in defending the country, stating that the PMU and the Army “will continue 
defending the country in the same trenches”.  
 
Sinjar Mayor Calls for Creation of Safe Zone to Protect Yazidis from PKK 
On Tuesday, the local mayor of Sinjar District in Nineveh Province, Mahma Khalil, called for the 
creation of a “safe area” administered by Washington, Erbil, and Baghdad to free the area from 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) control. According to Khalil, many Yazidis are afraid of returning 
to Sinjar due to PKK presence, which has threatened their livelihoods. In commemoration of the 
2007 Qahtaniya bombings, Khalil stated on Wednesday that the security forces should seek to 
restrict arms in the district to the Government, while also enlisting locals in the security forces in 
order to protect minorities living in the area. Khalil stated the necessity of enacting article 140 of 
the Iraqi constitution, which stipulates that disputed areas be settled through a referendum, saying 
that if this had been done before, the 2o14 Yazidi Massacre could have been avoided.  
 
Kurdish Delegation to Visit Baghdad Following Eid Holiday 
Several sources reported on Saturday (10th August) that a high-ranking Kurdish delegation will be 
visiting Baghdad following the Eid al-Adha Holiday to try and reach an agreement regarding five 
different issues. According to the sources, amongst the most critical issues that will be discussed is 
the oil-for-cash deal and the future of Kirkuk Province.  
 
Mandali Crossing Shut After Reports of Illicit Smuggling  
On Saturday, the office of the Iraqi Prime Minister issued a statement, which ordered the closure 
of the Mandali border crossing between Iran and Iraq’s Diyala Province. According to the 
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statement, the closure will be temporary and will be used to improve infrastructure and close 
breaches that were being used to smuggle illicit goods. Responses to this decision were mixed. On 
his end, the Governor of Diyala Province, Muthanna al-Tamimi, stated that closure of this border 
crossing would hurt his province as many imports enter the country through this crossing. Despite 
the Governor’s response, members of the Diyala Provincial Council have reportedly welcomed the 
decision in light of the increasing levels of illicit smuggling of products through this crossing. 
 

Security 
 
Anti-IS Operations Continue Despite End of Will of Victory Operations  
While the third phase of the “Will of Victory” operations officially ended last week, the Iraqi 
Security Forces (ISF) is continuing to conduct operations against Islamic State (IS) sleeper cells 
throughout the country. On Tuesday, the ISF conducted several anti-IS operations. The Suqour 
Intelligence Cell announced that they had destroyed several IS hideouts in the al-Ka’ra, al-Weiza, 
and al-Hadra areas in Anbar Province. A statement from the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) 
also announced that they had discovered an IS hideout near al-Wand River in Khanqin district, 
Diyala Province, which contained explosives, weapons, and medical equipment. In Salahuddin, the 
Iraqi Air Force (IAF) carried out an operation, which targeted an IS “pick-up truck” carrying eight 
militants. On Wednesday, the PMU announced that their forces foiled an IS attack on the Hawija 
District in Kirkuk Province that was targeting civilians celebrating Eid al-Adha. 
 
Security Forces Hunt Down IS Sleeper Cells in Anbar Province 
A security source in the Anbar Operations Command revealed that the Iraqi Air Force (IAF) 
conducted an airstrike on Monday on an IS convoy consisting of four 4x4 cars, which was headed 
to the Jafala Sad al-Abed area southwest of Rutba District in Anbar Province. By Wednesday, 
Iraq’s Counterterrorism Forces announced in a statement released that they have killed ten IS 
militants and captured five others during an operation, which was conducted by one of the units of 
the counterterrorism units in coordination with the International Coalition’s air force in Anbar 
Province late on Tuesday evening. In a statement released on Facebook, the United States’ Central 
Command (CENTCOM) announced that the US military, in coordination with the Iraqi 
Government, has shelled IS bases near the Qayyarah Airfield in Nineveh Province. 


